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Abstract:

This study examines the role of technology in modern warfare and its
implications for societal peace in the Middle East, with a particular focus on the
case of the Islamic State (ISIS) terrorist organization. It explores cognitive
warfare as one of the most prominent forms of conflict in the digital environment,
particularly in light of the rapid advancement of information and communication
technologies and the widespread use of social media platforms, which have
become effective tools for influencing awareness, perception, and individual and
collective behavior.

The study aims to analyze how ISIS employs psychological operations,
disinformation, digital propaganda, and encrypted communication channels to
manipulate public opinion, undermine trust in governance, and destabilize social
cohesion. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon a
wide range of scientific and academic sources, including books, peer-reviewed
studies, scholarly research, and security and media reports related to cognitive
warfare, terrorist organizations, and digital technology.

The findings indicate that the terrorist organization did not rely solely on military
force; rather, it employed technology and social media to achieve its ideological
and psychological objectives. Consequently, the combined use of conventional,
cyber, and cognitive warfare significantly hinders the prospects for sustainable
peace in the region. This study contributes to a deeper understanding of the
complex interaction between technology, modern warfare, and societal stability
in contemporary conflicts in the Middle East. It further emphasizes that
countering cognitive warfare requires the adoption of comprehensive strategies
that promote digital literacy, alongside the development of institutional
mechanisms capable of reducing the risks associated with the digital exploitation
employed by terrorist organizations.
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