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The Impact of Digital Transformation on Qur’anic and Sharia Studies
in Contemporary Issues (Nawazil)

Assist. Prof. Dr. Mohammed Ahmed Hussein

College of Law, Dijlah University, Baghdad, Iraq
mohammed.ahmad@duc.edu.iq

Abstract

This study examines the concept of information technology, its importance, characteristics, and
applications, including the conclusion of contracts through modern technological means and crimes
related to information technology. It also explores the Islamic legal rulings concerning contemporary
issues arising from the use of computers and electronic technologies, as well as the jurisprudential and
methodological developments that have emerged as a result of the widespread use of such technologies
in the modern era. Furthermore, the study addresses the legal principles related to the change of rulings
according to changing circumstances in electronic transactions.

The research highlights the impact of the diversity of styles and indications found in the Holy Qur’an
on the formulation of Islamic legal guidelines and principles. It emphasizes the role of ijtihad
(independent legal reasoning) in determining rulings for contemporary issues by linking them to their
practical realities while taking into account the surrounding conditions and circumstances. The
researcher argues that a qualified jurist must possess comprehensive knowledge of linguistic and legal
principles, methodological rules, and their relationship to understanding and regulating reality.

The study further stresses the importance of understanding reality, investigating the facts of events
through evidence, indications, signs, and contextual clues until they are fully comprehended. It also
emphasizes understanding what is obligatory and prohibited in a given context according to the rulings
established by Allah in the Qur’an and by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). The proper
application of these rulings to contemporary realities requires diligent effort, for which a scholar is
rewarded whether his judgment is correct or mistaken. Thus, true scholarship lies in deriving
knowledge of Allah’s rulings through an accurate understanding of reality.

The study concludes that the principle of changing legal rulings according to changes in time and place
is widely accepted among Islamic scholars. Jurists and legal theorists agree that such changes apply
only to rulings based on ijtihad, public interest (maslahah), custom ( ‘urf), and the objectives of Islamic
law (magqgasid al-shari‘ah). However, definitive rulings established by clear and conclusive texts
remain immutable, such as those related to inheritance, prohibited foods, and the protection of honor
and lineage.

Keywords: Digital Transformation; Holy Qur’an; Islamic Legal Rulings; Contemporary Issues
(Nawazil).
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