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Sectarian Religious Authority: A Comparative Historical Study in
the Origins and Development of Legislation
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Abstract

This research presents an analysis of the central problematic in the history of
Islamic thought, namely the dialectical relationship between the foundational
divine text (the Qur'an and Sunnah) and the changing human reality. This
interaction is what produced the field known as "Islamic Jurisprudence" (Figh).
The study proceeds from the hypothesis that Figh began as a human endeavor
(ijtihad) to understand and apply the guidance of the text to reality. However,
throughout its development, it underwent a process of methodological
codification and establishment, which transformed it into a cognitive structure
with referential authority, especially within the framework of the juristic schools
(madhahib). This transformation was not isolated from the political and social
influences that marked Islamic history, which at times led to the prioritization of
historical jurisprudential reasoning over the original efficacy of the text.
The research aims to deconstruct this complex relationship, not to undermine the
heritage, but rather to understand it in its human and historical contexts. The study
adopts a historical-analytical methodology, tracing the trajectory of Figh from its
Prophetic foundation, through the reasonings of the Companions and their
Successors, to the era of codification and the emergence of the schools of law. It
also provides a critical evaluation of the role of these schools and the impact of
political factors in consolidating their authority. The research concludes by
exploring the prospects for intellectual renewal based on reactivating the direct
relationship between the Muslim intellect and the foundational texts, in a manner
that restores vitality and credibility to Islamic thought in facing contemporary
challenges.
Keywords: Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh), Text and Context, Ijtthad (Legal
Reasoning), Islamic Schools of Law, Intellectual Renewal.
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