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International Commitment To Regulating Artificial Intelligence

“From The Precautionary Principle to Legal Practice”

Dr. Mahmoud Ahmed Hussein Al-Janabi

public international law, College of science -department of forensic science, Ashur University
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Abstract

The world is witnessing an unprecedented acceleration in the development of artificial
intelligence (AI) technologies, raising fundamental legal and ethical questions about how to
regulate them at the international level to protect human beings and their fundamental rights.
This research is based on a central hypothesis: the precautionary principle—originally
developed in the context of environmental and health law—can serve as a suitable framework
for establishing an effective international commitment to regulate Al, given its potential and
cross-border risks.

The first section explores the theoretical and legal foundations of this commitment by
examining the evolution of the precautionary principle and its application in areas such as
climate change and genetic engineering, ultimately assessing its applicability to Al It also
reviews the international legal framework grounded in the protection of human rights—such as
the right to life, privacy, and non-discrimination—as well as relevant international legal
principles, including international cooperation and the duty to prevent harm. Moreover, it
highlights recent international efforts, particularly the 2024 Framework Convention on
Artificial Intelligence, which marks a significant step toward codifying such commitments.

The second section moves from theory to practice by analyzing the current international
regulatory mechanisms, including multilateral initiatives led by the United Nations, UNESCO,
and the Council of Europe, as well as regional frameworks such as the European Union’s Al
legislation. It also sheds light on the growing role of non-governmental organizations and major
tech companies in shaping standards and practices. The section concludes by identifying
practical challenges facing this regulation, such as disparities between countries, difficulties in
overseeing the private sector, and the tension between promoting innovation and maintaining
precaution. It also considers the potential emergence of new international customary norms in
this field. This research aims to contribute to the global legal discourse on Al by emphasizing
the need to move from ethical commitment to binding international legal obligations, in order
to strike a fair balance between technological advancement and the protection of human values.

Keywords
Artificial Intelligence, Legal Regulation, International Commitment, Precautionary Principle,
Digital Ethics
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