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Abstract

Lorenzo Valla was born in Rome in 1407. He received a distinguished education in
rhetoric and the Latin language and became known as an Italian humanist thinker who
advocated a return to the classical Latin style. He was influenced by the writings of the Roman
orator, politician, and writer Cicero (106-43 BCE). Valla believed that an accurate
understanding of language was the key to understanding history and ancient thought.

His book On the True and False Good (De voluptate), in which he discussed ethical and
philosophical issues, and his work Elegances of the Latin Language (Elegantiae linguae
Latinae), which became an important reference in the methodology of studying the grammar
and style of classical Latin, left a lasting mark on European scholarly circles.

On the other hand, one of his most important achievements was his treatise in which he
proved the falsity of the document known as the Donation of Constantine, attributed to the
Roman emperor Constantine I (305-337 CE). Valla relied on linguistic and historical analysis
to demonstrate that the style and terminology of the document did not belong to the fourth
century CE, but rather to the medieval period.

Despite his boldness in criticizing some ecclesiastical practices, he was later appointed as
an apostolic secretary in the service of Pope Nicholas V (1447-1455), which confirmed his
scholarly status. His importance lies in being a figure who contributed to establishing the
method of scholarly criticism of texts. His ideas paved the way for the emergence of the
Reformation movement and the later development of humanistic studies in Europe.
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