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Abstract

This research aims to identify and analyze the aesthetic indicators of the Iraqi environment as
reflected in contemporary art, and to reveal the role these indicators play in enhancing individuals'
artistic appreciation. The research problem revolves around the main question: "How do aesthetic
elements inspired by the Iraqi environment (natural, built, and cultural) influence the formation of
artistic expression, and what are their indicators that contribute to enhancing the viewer's artistic
appreciation?" The study adopted the experimental method to reveal the impact of employing the
aesthetics of the Iraqi environment on developing aesthetic appreciation and artistic expression among
a sample of students in the Department of Fine Arts at the Institute of Fine Arts — Al-Mansour /
Baghdad. A set of artistic activities based on drawing inspiration from elements of the Iraqi
environment were implemented, and then the resulting artworks were analyzed to reveal the level of
development of aesthetic appreciation among the students. The analysis yielded results confirming that
the environment is the primary source for shaping visual expression, as artists transform its elements
into abstract symbols that serve to express aesthetic sensibility. The results also showed that aesthetic
indicators derived from the environment contribute effectively to the process of artistic appreciation
by achieving visual stability for the viewer through organized rhythm, activating collective visual
memory through the use of familiar cultural symbols, and enhancing aesthetic sensitivity by focusing
on the emotional details of the surroundings. Based on these results, the research hypothesis was
confirmed, which affirmed the existence of a direct causal relationship between the aesthetic features
of the Iraqi environment and their reflection in contemporary art, and that this reflection positively
enhances the process of artistic appreciation.
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