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Abstract

Criminal pardon is one of the most important legal tools that the state resorts
to in dealing with criminal cases with a political or social dimension, as it
represents an exception to the principle of legitimacy and punishment, as the rate
of victims of crimes of all types and forms increases, and the emotional, social
and economic damages that they usually leave behind increases, which has led to
a shift in focus towards these victims and those affected by them. Therefore, the
objectives behind this interest varied, as they ranged from one side to another
between academic interest that aims to understand this social phenomenon, and
an effort to find mechanisms that guarantee the protection of victims. We hope
that this knowledge will contribute to providing recommendations that enable
decision-makers to put in place. Effective solutions to protect victims' rights. Iraq
has adopted criminal amnesty at various stages of its modern history, with the aim
of settling disputes, relieving pressure on penal institutions, or achieving national
reconciliation. However, the application of this amnesty raises problems related
to the balance between the requirements of criminal justice, which is based on the
principle of non-impunity and the protection of public order. It also highlights the
rights of victims, which require justice, compensation, and ensuring their voices
are not marginalized in the criminal process.
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