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The Impact of Iranian—Turkish Influence in the Middle East:

A Comparative Study of Foreign Policies
Saroor Mohammed Hassan Abdul Ridha

Al-Nahrain University, Baghdad, Iraq.

suroormohammed82@gmail.com

Abstract

This paper discusses the influence of Iran and Turkey in the Middle East and
compares the foreign policies of the two countries. It focuses on the political changes
that took place in the region and how these changes made the rivalry between Tehran
and Ankara more visible. The main idea of the study is that the overlap of Iranian and
Turkish interests, together with a relative balance in capabilities and a clear ideological
difference, has produced a form of strategic competition. This competition appears in
different regional policies and has affected the security and stability of the Middle East.
The paper therefore asks: what is the nature of the Iranian-Turkish rivalry in the Middle
East, what are its main drivers, and how does it affect the region? To answer this
question, the study uses a descriptive-analytical approach, while drawing on realism
and game theory to understand the behavior of the two states and their calculations of

power and interest. The study ends with a number of findings and recommendations.
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