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Abstract:

This study examines the role of strategic thinking in political decision-making
within Iraq’s regional relations during the period (2003-2024), in light of the
profound political and security transformations that Iraq has undergone following
the fall of the former regime. Strategic thinking has constituted a central instrument
in directing Iraqi foreign policy and has contributed to the reconstruction of its
regional relationships on the basis of national interest and political balance after
years of conflict and isolation.

Iraqi strategic thinking has evolved through its impact on managing security
challenges and reformulating relations with key regional actors such as Iran, Turkey,
the Gulf states, and Syria, in addition to responding to international developments.
The study further demonstrates that Iraqi decision-makers, despite the complexity of
the regional environment and the interconnection of internal crises, have been able
to employ strategic thinking in a flexible and balanced manner, thereby improving
Iraq’s regional standing and expanding avenues for political and economic
cooperation.

The study concludes that institutionalizing strategic thinking within the political
decision-making process constitutes a fundamental prerequisite for strengthening
Iraq’s regional role and ensuring the sustainability of its national interests within a
dynamic and evolving regional environment.
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