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Tiirkiye's stance on political developments in Egypt
(1975-1995)
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Abstract

The period between 1975 and 1995 was characterized by profound regional
and international transformations that directly impacted the nature of political
interactions between Egypt and Turkey. The 1970s witnessed a degree of caution
and relative coolness in bilateral relations due to differing political orientations,
particularly following Egypt's signing of the peace treaty with Israel in 1979, and
the resulting divergence in regional positions within the Arab and Islamic worlds.
With the onset of the 1980s, political relations between the two countries began
to improve, driven by changes in the internal political situations of both nations.
These included the Turkish military coup of 1980 and the assassination of
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat in 1981, as well as a number of regional
developments, most notably the outbreak of the Iran-Iraq War and the escalation
of security challenges in the Middle East. This contributed to the exchange of
high-level official visits and the expansion of political dialogue channels, which
helped rebuild mutual trust. This became evident following the Egyptian
President's visit to Ankara on February 5, 1988. In the late 1980s and until the
mid-1990s, Egyptian-Turkish political relations entered a more stable and
balanced phase characterized by rapprochement and coordination on a number of
regional issues. This was manifested in the signing of a set of agreements,
particularly regarding developments in the Palestinian issue and the security of
the Arabian Gulf in 1990 and the repercussions of the Second Gulf War. Both
sides were keen to avoid direct disputes and maintain a level of balanced political
cooperation, which addressed areas of joint cooperation, especially military
aspects, reflecting a qualitative development in military cooperation between the
two countries.
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