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Abstract

The question of the natural body and its characteristics was a central theme
in medieval Islamic philosophical thought and occupied a clear prominent place
in the writings of Arab philosophers, including the philosopher Ibn Sina (370 AH
/980 AD — 428 AH / 1037 AD) and the Ikhwan al-Safa (a group of thought from
the fourth century AH). The ability to develop a complete and comprehensive
view of the natural body within the integrated system of the universe, and thus it
presents an integrated philosophical system through which it reformulated the
philosophy coming from Greece and deeply influenced Islamic and even Western
philosophical thought. As for the Brothers of Safa, their messages came to form
an encyclopedic view that went beyond disciplines, because they sought to link
the body to the structure of the universe, where there is harmony between the
mind and revelation, and between matter and spirit, and thus they presented a
complex vision that reconciles the refinement of the soul and the connection of
science with faith. The importance of the natural body lies in the fact that it is a
point of convergence of epistemological issues, including philosophical
knowledge of existence and spiritual reflection of the soul and creation, these
perceptions were based on concepts that consider the nature of the natural body
such as (hallucinations), image, time and motion, and are important and
fundamental keys to understanding the composition of the body, its function and
even its destiny, the analysis of the ideas of Ibn Sina and the Ikhwan al-Safa
clarifies the integration of mental, religious and empirical knowledge, as this
reflects the depth of the comprehensive nature of thinking of the Islamic
civilization, especially with regard to the importance and place of man within
existence and the universe.
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