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Abstract

This study explores the potential of Iraqi folk music as an educational tool
within non-formal learning environments. It investigates how traditional musical
elements—such as rhythm, magam (melodic modes), and lyrical content—can be
employed to foster engagement, facilitate value transmission, and reinforce cultural
identity. The main research question guiding the study is: How can Iraqi folk music
contribute to achieving educational objectives in non-formal learning settings? Three
sub-questions examine musical capabilities, pedagogical frameworks, and the expected
educational and social outcomes of integrating folk music into community-based
programs. The research is grounded in constructivist learning theory, which
emphasizes experience, interaction, and cultural context in knowledge building. A
descriptive-analytical methodology was adopted, and data were collected using a
questionnaire administered to a sample of 100 participants involved in non-formal
educational activities. Findings reveal that participants consider folk music a powerful
medium for stimulating attention, encouraging learner interaction, and embedding
ethical and cultural messages. The results also suggest that the participatory and
emotional qualities of Iraqi folk music promote group learning and collective
expression, making it a valuable tool in informal workshops and cultural programs.
The study concludes by advocating for the inclusion of traditional art forms in non-
formal education strategies to support cultural belonging and enhance alternative
learning practices in Iraqi society..
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