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Maternal Filicide Between Criminalization and Mitigation

(An Analytical Study in Light of Legal Texts)
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Abstract:

This research deals with the crime of a mother killing her newborn child within
the framework of Iraqi criminal law, as a crime that combines complex legal and
humanitarian aspects. The research aims to demonstrate how the Iraqi legislator
regulates this crime, in terms of the legal description, the elements of the crime
and the penalty prescribed for it, and the extent of the existence of mitigating
circumstances related to the psychological or social state of the mother when
committing the act.

The research focuses on analyzing relevant texts in Iraqi law and comparing them
with some comparative legislation, especially those that adopt a special adaptation
of the crime of killing a newborn at birth. The research seeks to present a balanced
vision that achieves criminal deterrence on the one hand, and takes into account
humanitarian cases on the other hand, through legal proposals aimed at

developing texts or implementation mechanisms.
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