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Political Reform in Algeria Between Theory and Practice

Ahood Abdulhassan Mutlak
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Abstract:

Political reform, in theory, refers to the process of reorganizing
governance with the aim of enhancing political participation, achieving
party pluralism, ensuring the independence of powers, and establishing the
principles of democracy and the rule of law. Since its independence in
1962, Algeria has witnessed numerous political, constitutional, and legal
reform initiatives — from the era of party pluralism in the 1990s, to the
2016 Constitution, and the popular movement (Hirak) of 2019 and beyond.
These were all announced as steps toward genuine political change.
However, in practice, a contradiction has emerged between the reforms
announced by the authorities and what has actually been implemented.
Political reforms have often remained superficial and formal, without
touching the core of the political system. There has been a lack of genuine
will for political openness and change, along with weak political
participation by the opposition and civil society organizations. The process
of political reform in Algeria faces many challenges and obstacles that
require true political will, comprehensive national dialogue, and significant
change to define the relationship between the state and society — in order
for the country to move from theoretical reform to genuine, effective

implementation.

Key words: political reforms, political development, Algeria,
constitutional amendment.
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