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Abstract

The exceptional nature and distinctive character of the U.S.—China relationship
are not new. They stem from the relationship’s direct impact on the reshaping of
power centers within the international system and its implications for international
security and stability. At the same time, the relationship brings together elements
of cooperation, competition, and escalation, making it one of the most complex
and interconnected relationships in the contemporary international environment.
U.S.—China relations are significantly influenced by structural developments
within the international system, as both powers seek to strengthen and consolidate
their respective positions within it. The United States recognizes the growing
power of China as an increasingly significant challenge to its global position,
strategic interests, and national security. This perception has been reflected in U.S.
policies aimed at limiting China’s growing influence and containing its rise
through approaches that incorporate elements of a containment strategy.
Against this backdrop, this study seeks to explore the future trajectories of U.S.—
China relations amid the growing competition and conflict between the two
powers. It examines the nature of this rivalry, its principal areas, and the factors
shaping its development, while also considering possible scenarios for the future
of the relationship and their implications for the structure of the international
system, as well as international security and stability.
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