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Abstract

This research examines the rights of the ship agent under maritime law, as one of the
principal actors involved in the conduct of maritime and shipping operations. The ship agent
performs a range of functions relating to the vessel and cargo, including matters concerning
loading, unloading, delivery, and coordination with the various parties involved in maritime
activities. The significance of this study derives from the distinctive legal position occupied by
the ship agent and the consequent need for adequate legal safeguards that enable him to perform
his functions effectively and secure the rights arising from his legal and contractual status.

The study focuses on the legal basis of the ship agent’s rights, particularly those arising
from the ship agency agreement. It examines, in particular, his entitlement to remuneration and
reimbursement of expenses, together with the legal guarantees available for securing such
entitlements. It also addresses the ship agent’s right to contractual cooperation and to obtain the
information and documents necessary for the proper performance of his duties, as well as his
rights in connection with bills of lading, including the making of appropriate reservations where
circumstances so require. In addition, the research assesses the adequacy of the Iraqi legal
framework governing these rights through a comparative analysis of relevant legislation and
legal approaches, with a view to identifying areas of convergence and divergence and
determining the extent to which comparative legislation may contribute to the development of
Iraqi maritime law.

The research concludes that the rights of the ship agent are not limited to financial
entitlements; rather, they encompass a broader set of functional and contractual rights that
constitute essential safeguards for the effective and independent performance of his duties. It
further concludes that strengthening the legislative framework governing these rights would
contribute to achieving an appropriate balance between the interests of the ship agent, the
shipowner, and other parties to maritime operations, while reducing disputes arising from the
performance of maritime activities.
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