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Abstract

This research presents a critical, semiotic, and psychological analysis of the novel
“Dancing Without Wind” by the Iraqi novelist Wlam Al-Attar. The study aims to explore the
"game of persuasion" and the mechanisms of engaging the recipient by dismantling the
narrative and structural aspects of the text, highlighting the radical transformations in narration
regarding connection and disconnection. The study adopts a semiotic and psychological
analytic approach to trace the narrative discourse through three main axes: the Cover as a visual
semiotic threshold; the Title as a parallel text and an interpretive key; and the Conflict with its
ideological, psychological, and social dimensions. The study yielded several significant results,
most notably: the novelist's success in employing colors and shapes on the cover (such as black,
white, and red) to reflect the fluctuations of reality and the conditions of oppression, darkness,
and tyranny during a specific historical era. Furthermore, the results demonstrated the capability
of the conscious (true) narrator, through the technique of flashback and visual recollection of

the character "Jaafar," to deepen self-awareness and embody the crisis of alienation and

psychological isolation of society under dictatorial regimes.
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