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Abstract

The Andalusians may have been familiar with poetry since Muslims first
settled there, but in its early stages, Andalusian poetry was not an independent art
form; rather, it imitated the poetic traditions of the Levant until the era of the
Andalusian Caliphate. During that period, poetry witnessed a great cultural
flourishing, and it was only natural that this would have an impact on Andalusian
poetry, leading to the emergence of a new literary form known as the muwashahat.
It first appeared in the third century AH in al-Andalus and is a poetic form
characterized by multiple rhymes and varying meters, as well as the shift in
language from Classical Arabic to the vernacular. There were also differences in
the naming of its parts. The muwashahat represented a revolution against the
traditional methods of poetry—with its single meter, uniform rhyme, and
monotony—but it was not a departure from Arabic poetry itself . Andalusian
muwashahat are authentically Arabic in origin and have no connection to any
European sources. Andalusian poets devised various themes for muwashahat
poetry, such as songs and a young woman’s lament, and developed many themes
within it, such as nostalgia for the homeland, the unknown beloved, and other

artistic characteristics and poetic themes of muwashahat in Andalusia.
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