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Modern Literature... The Meaning of Modernity

The Problem of the Scholarly Source

Prof. Dr. Mohammed Ridha Mubarak
Department of Arabic Language, College of Education, Dijlah University, Baghdad, Iraq

Abstract

This study addresses the meaning of modernity in literature and seeks to arrive at a critical
approach that may contribute to clarifying this concept and illuminating its various dimensions.
Modernity is among the most complex and far-reaching concepts and terms in literary
discourse. When we describe literature as “modern,” we place it within a broad and expansive
horizon. Does modernity, then, possess a temporal dimension? Or is it a concept that transcends
time? When the text opens itself to reading and unfolds before every interpretation, what
relation does the concept of modernity bear to the commonly circulating notion of modern
literature? And what are the boundaries and points of intersection between this concept, with
all its wide-ranging associations, and the literature that is studied within academic frameworks?
In an attempt to clarify his understanding of modernity, the researcher has examined the
scholarly source, with the aim of deconstructing it in order to facilitate its scrutiny. The
scholarly source represents an image of the prevailing understanding of literary modernity.
When we collectively acknowledge the weakness of the academic sources that deal with
modern literature, and their estrangement from the reality of creativity, we are indirectly
pointing to the problematic of the university textbook or scholarly source. If this source fails to
satisfy any reasonable conception of literary modernity, then the difficulty becomes even more
acute, whether in modern literature or in other fields. The university textbook is often the most
prolific in quantity, yet the least rigorous in effort and contemplation, since its material is
usually already given in advance. The author i1s generally required only to cover the prescribed
topics of the curriculum in a manner that neither rises to the level of cumulative knowledge nor
keeps pace with the changing facts and scholarly additions that have accumulated over decades.
It is sufficient for him merely to reproduce what has already been produced.
In recent years, our study of the music of poetry has been situated within the concept of literary
modernity, as well as within the sonic and rhythmic transformations embodied in the
contemporary poem, and the relationship between the music of poetry and the musical aptitude
in shaping rhythmic sensibility, with concise examples drawn from certain phonetic
achievements in Arabic poetry.
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