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Abstract:

This research aims to determine the extent to which the academic elite relies
on social media as a source of information during political crises, using the US-
Iran crisis as a model for analysis. The research employed a descriptive
methodology, and data was collected from a purposive sample of academics in the
faculties of Media, Economics, and Political Science at the University of Baghdad
and Al-Karkh University of Science. The study aimed to measure the degree of
reliance, identify the most important social media platforms used by this segment,
and understand the motivations behind this reliance and the level of trust in
published content. The results concluded that there is intensive and influential use
of social media in shaping the political and cognitive orientations of the academic
elite during crises, emphasizing the need to strengthen source verification and
counter the proliferation of misinformation. The study proposes practical
recommendations for decision-makers and academic institutions on how to

manage media crises and utilize digital media more responsibly and effectively.
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