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Subject-Matter Jurisdiction of the Courts
(A Study in Light of the Iraqi Civil Procedure Law No. 83 of 1969, as Amended)

Assist. Lecturer Falah Hassan Jawad
College of Law, Dijlah University, Baghdad, Iraq.
Falah.hassan@duc.edu.ig

Abstract:

This research provides a detailed analysis of subject-matter jurisdiction in
Iraqi law, focusing on the provisions of the amended Civil Procedure Law No.
(83) of 1969. The first chapter explores the concept of subject-matter jurisdiction
and distinguishes it from other types of jurisdiction, emphasizing its role in
determining the competent court based on the nature of the dispute. The second
chapter examines practical applications within Iraqi courts, including the
distribution of jurisdiction between civil and criminal courts, and the specialized
jurisdiction of administrative, labor, and personal status courts for non-Muslims.
The study concludes that adherence to subject-matter jurisdiction rules is a
procedural guarantee essential for achieving specialized justice and preventing

overlap between judicial bodies.
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