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Pedagogical Distance in Children’s Theatre Performances and Its
Relationship to the Achievement of Educational Objectives
Assist. Lecturer Hussein Kadhim Jasim
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Abstract

This study aims to examine the pedagogical distance in children’s theatre
performances and its relationship to the achievement of educational objectives,
through an analytical study of a selected sample of school theatre productions
presented in schools affiliated with the Baghdad Directorate of Education / Rusafa
3. The research is based on the assumption that the effectiveness of children’s
theatre in achieving its educational goals is closely linked to the balance between
its artistic and educational dimensions, which is conceptualized as pedagogical
distance. The study adopts the descriptive-analytical method using content
analysis, where three school theatre performances were selected and analyzed
according to a structured checklist including indicators of pedagogical distance
(clarity of language, interaction, use of imagination, degree of direct instruction,
and balance between entertainment and education) as well as indicators of
educational objectives (cognitive, affective, and skill-based outcomes). The
findings revealed a positive correlation between the quality of pedagogical
distance and the level of achievement of educational objectives. Performances that
relied on interaction, imagination, and avoided direct didactic instruction were
more effective in achieving educational outcomes compared to those dominated
by a didactic approach. The study concludes that children’s theatre is an effective
educational tool when its artistic and pedagogical elements are properly
employed. It recommends adopting the concept of pedagogical distance in
designing children’s theatre performances and enhancing audience interaction to
ensure more effective educational outcomes.

Keywords
Pedagogical distance, children’s theatre, educational objectives, theatrical
interaction, theatre education, content analysis, Baghdad.
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